1870 Lucy Sawyer house.* 631 Bench St. Greek Revival style.
Large west/rear extension added in 2001.

1903 George Houck house.* 625 Bench St.

1868 James Payne house.* 607 Bench St. Greek Revival style.
Front door moved from the south side in 1939.

1956 Allan’s Drive-Inn. 572 Bench St. Originally a Frostop root
since 1993 it has been The Drive-In Restaurant. A mini-golf
course was added in 1995 and a clubhouse was added in

2002.

1996 Taylors Falls Post Office. 554 Bench St. Still in use as the
local post office.

1870 Ebenezer C. Winslow house.* 579 Bench St. Original
south part was of Italianate style.
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1857 Porter/Wall house.* 573 Bench St. Greek Revival style.

1868 Tang/Knight house.* 567 Bench St. Greek Revival style.

Originally a small carpenter shop of unknown vintage
moved to site from elsewhere in town in 1868. Many subse-
quent alterations.

1999 Village Gardener Shop. 549 Bench St. Neo-Greek Reviv-
al style.

@

1868 Bullard/Owens house. 537 Bench St. Greek Revival style.

1873 Frederick Tang, Sr. building.* 519 Bench St. Originally
Mr. Tang’s stable and warehouse. Many expansions and
@ other alterations.

1912 Peter Nordeen house. 497 Bench St. Foursquare style.

@ 1959 Telephone Company Substation.* 491 Bench St. Built by
the Chisago City Telephone Company. Doubled in size a few
years later.

@ 1892 Riley Sisters house.* 479 Bench St. Queen Anne style.
Octagonal turret and much larger front porch added in the
early 1990s.

@ Taylors Falls Public Library.* 473 Bench St. Built about 1857
as the residence and tailor shop of John J. Spengler. Re-
modeled for library use in Eastlake style in 1888. Listed on
National Register of Historic Places and in Historic American
Buildings Survey.

@ 1903 C. M. Truesdell dental office. No address.

1873 Caneday/Truesdell house.* 455 Bench St. Redesigned in
@ 1898 in the Foursquare and Craftsman styles.

c. 1854 Seavey/Couvillion house.* 443 Bench St. Redesigned
@ in 1873 in the Italianate style and expanded in the late
1900s.

beer franchise. The name has changed a couple of times, but

@ 1866 Samuel S. Hamilton house. 431 Bench St. Greek Revival
style. Built of squared logs, which were immediately cov-
ered with clapboard sidinig.

@ 1987 Robert R. Anderson building. 425 Bench St. Neo-Goth-
ic Revival style.

1994 Marmon Memorial Parkway (municipal parking lot).
Named after a former Taylors Falls mayor, Glen M. Marmon
(1928-1994).

@ 1956 Harold R. Anderson building. 395-397-399 Bench St.

house of Greek Revival style that stood 1%z blocks south.

Built as a speculation house for W.H.C. Folsom, who sold it
to Dr. Lucius B. Smith. In the early 1870s enlarged and rede-
signed into the Italianate style with a belvedere for Caspar
Hauser. In 1932 moved to its present location and west wing
added and original belvedere removed. Remodeled several
times since. Present belvedere added in 1985.

@ 1853 Smith/Hauser house.* 391 Bench St. Originally a small

1953 Delbert Longnecker building. 367 Bench St. Built as a
bar and has continued as such, under several names to the
present.

1948 Falls Café.* 361 Bench St. Enlarged many times,

including the two-story addition at the south end in 1973.

Name changed to Chisago House Restaurantin 1974.The
restaurant closed in late December 2019.

1961 Taylors Falls Post Office. 230 First St. Housed the local
post office from 1961 to 1996.

1993 Riverview Conoco Station.* Southwest corner of Bench
and First Streets. Has been remodeled and expanded a
couple of times.

Tour ends.

About your walking tour . . .

Enjoy these tours, but bear in mind that almost all of
the structures listed in these guides are private houses
or buildings and the houses and yards are not open for
public visit. Please respect private property. Some of the
downtown commercial buildings are open and welcome
visitors, and you have a great opportunity to see a period
interior: the 1855 W. H.C. Folsom House on West Govern-
ment Street, just up the hill from downtown.

Historical and architectural information: Jack P. Liljenberg, Bill Scott, Barb
Young, Ella Heath. Design & production: Clarence Nelson, Julie Magnusson, Fay
Caneday, Loren Caneday, Emily Strnad.

First printing 1996

Second (revised) printing 2002

Third (revised) printing 2025
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A Note on Taylors Falls’ Buildings

Most of the older residences are to be found in the his-
toric areas of Bench and River Streets and the Angel Hill
Historic District. Each of those neighborhoods is covered
in detail by the two walking tour leaflets in this packet
(Tour #2 and Tour #3). Use the 6.6 mile auto tour (Tour
#1) as an overview and general introduction to Taylors
Falls, and then take the two walking tours for a closer,

Key Dates in Taylors Falls’ History

1838 - Treaties with Native Americans ratified by the U.S.
Senate.

First official claim made upon the future site of Taylors
Falls by Benjamin F. Baker and Jesse W. Taylor.

1849 - Minnesota Territory organized.

1851 - Town site first platted. Settlement officially
named Taylor’s Falls (apostrophe later removed by act of
State Legislature). A post office was established. Chisago
County was organized. First school classes were taught.
The Taylors Falls school district consolidated with Chisa-
go Lakes schools in 1992.

1852 - Taylors Falls designated as the first county seat of
Chisago County (county seat moved to Chisago City in
1865 and to Center City in 1875).

1856 - First bridge built at Taylors Falls. This was the first
to span the St. Croix River (the present bridge is the fifth
at Taylors Falls).

1858 - Taylors Falls first incorporated. Minnesota became
the 32nd state.

1860 - First newspaper published in Taylors Falls (publi-
cation discontinued in 1946).

1880 - Railroad entered Taylors Falls (service discontin-
ued in 1948).

1886 - World's Greatest Log Jam occurred in the Dalles.
Logs were backed up a number of miles and it required
several weeks to “break” the tremendous pile-up of logs.
1895 - Minnesota Interstate State Park established.

1902 - One fourth of the business district was destroyed
by fire.

1906 - Hydroelectric dam completed by the Minneapo-
lis General Electric Co., and first power generated in De-
cember 1906.

1932 - Minnesota Highway 8 opened for traffic.

1958 - Taylors Falls Wannigan Days established in con-
junction with the Minnesota Centennial Celebration. The
annual Wannigan Days is a celebration of our pioneer
heritage. St. Croix Falls joined the event in 1962.

SET OF THREE TOURS

Map ¢ Guide to Historic

TAYLORS FALLS
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Taylors Falls Public Libfary,
473 Bench Street

TOUR #2

A 1.5 mile walking tour

from downtown through

the Bench Street ¢& River
Street neighborhoods

¢» return.
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TAYLORS FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Tour #2
BENCH ST.—RIVER ST—DOWNTOWN

A SELF-GUIDED WALKING TOUR OF
1.5 MILES & 72 IDENTIFIED SITES

NOTE: Starred (*) buildings in this listing have been
significantly altered from their original design.

BEGIN YOUR WALKING TOUR AT THE SMALL PARK AT THE
NORTH END OF THE PEDESTRIAN UNDERPASS TO INTER-
STATE PARK (@JPon the map). There, under the bridge,
you'll find a scenic overlook with a great view of the St.
Croix River rapids-last remnant of “the falls.”

(0.0 mi.) Start up First Street to the corner,
turn right on Bench Street heading north, and
follow the numbered locations on your map.

e 1921 Henry Sausen house. 412 Bench St. Craftsman style.

1992 Pedestrian Bridge Underpass and River Overlook. Be-
neath the 1955/fifth/present Interstate Bridge.

2005 Timber-frame bridge. A short distance north of the pres-
ent Interstate Bridge.

1903 Otto Agrell Block. 360-366 Bench St. Romanesque Re-
vival style. The one-story north addition was built in 1965.

1903 Hans Thoen general store building.* 384 Bench St. A red
brick building covered with board and batten siding since
the 1970s.

1936 George W. Strand building.* 386 Bench St. Built for use
as the local post office, for which it served from 1936 to 1961.

1867 Silas Humphrey general store building.* 406 Bench St.
The original wood false front was replaced by a brick one in
1955.

c. 1854 Daubney/Newbery house.* 418 Bench St. Originally a
warehouse or stable that was converted to a house in 1866.
In 1917 it was turned 90 degrees and again remodeled.

Andersen Lumber Company building.* 424 Bench St. Original

portion (if extant) was built about 1918. It served for the
Taylors Falls branch of the Andersen Lumber Company (now
Andersen Corporation) of Bayport, Minnesota. The structure
has been greatly altered many times.

1854 Munch/Roos house. 190 Second St. Greek Revival style.
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

o
o

@ 1881 Nathaniel L. Bailey cottage.* 467 River St.

c. 1855 John L. Bullard carpenter shop.* 455 River St. En-
larged into a dwelling house in the late 1860s.

@ 1940 George W. Strand house.* 473 River St.

Church of St. Joseph.* 490 Bench St. A small wood-frame Catho-

lic church, which was built in 1873, was moved from elsewhere

in town to the present site in 1952. It was integrated into a new
church, which was dedicated in 1957. It has since been enlarged
a couple of times.

(0.2 mi.) Turn right at River Street.

1975 Riverfront Apartments. 521 River St.
1961 Catholic church rectory. 540 River St.

1973 Pines Motel (the second Pines Motel). 531 River St.
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c. 1856 Franklin S. Eddy house.* 543 River St. The original
two-story house has been enlarged but some of its original
Greek Revival elements are still evident.

1854 Walter Carrier house.* 549 River St. The original two-sto-
ry Greek Revival house has been completely buried beneath
expansions in all directions.

o

@ 1956 Edith Evans house.* 567 River St.

Q 1863 James Erickson house. 579 River St.
1925 Carl C. Muller house. 613 River St. Craftsman style. On
the site of the 1854 George B. Folsom house, which was torn

down in 1925. Note original Folsom barn in the rear.

@ 1940 Robert Muller house.* 625 River St. Cape Cod Revival style.
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1856 Erasmus D. Whiting house.* 637 River St. Originally
Gothic Revival style. Its original vergeboard trim has been
removed. It housed the Taylors Falls Municipal Hospital from

1921 to 1929.

1856 Charles B. Whiting house. 661 River St. Greek Revival
style.

c. 1953 Helmer Myhre house. 685 River St.
c. 1860 Snow/Moberg house.* 707 River St. Originally Greek
Revival style. Enlarged and redesigned in Colonial Revival

stylein 1913.

1871 John Carpenter house.* 719 River St. Enlarged and
altered from original Greek Revival style.

1871 Eugene E. Blanding house. 737 River St. Greek Revival
style.

1951 Roland Berg house. 749 River St.

1869 John L. Bullard house. 767 River St. Italianate style.
Listed on National Register of Historic Places. Note early barn.

1925 Dobney/Nelson house.* 785 River St.
1917 Louis Skeel house. 797 River St. Craftsman style.
1912 Louis Skeel cottage.* 807 River St.

1855 William Comer house. 813 River St. Greek Revival style.

Taylors Falls
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@ 1920 Jesse Long house. 831 River St.
@ 2006 Malon house. 855 River St.

@ 1927 Lewis Schnabel house. 860 River St.

(0.7 mi.) Turn left at Maple Street.
@ 1949 Wannigan Point Cabin Court. 150 Maple St.

@ 1959 Norman Larson house. 167 Maple St.

(0.7 mi.) Turn left at Chisago Street (County
Road 16). Follow Chisago Street to where it
meets Bench Street. Cross Bench Street and
turn left (south).

c. 1872 Meising/Elliot house.* 661 Bench St. Craftsman
style. In the 1920s it was moved from elsewhere in town,
enlarged and redesigned.

o
2

1880 McCourt/Soderlind house.* 649 Bench St. Originally it
was an 1875 barn for the house next door south. Remod-
eled into a house in 1880 and subsequently remodeled a
couple more times.

1872 James H. McCourt house. 643 Bench St. Greek Revival
style. From 1938 to 1954 it housed the “A Bit of Sweden”
smorgasbord restaurant.

Minn. Hwy. 95

Chisago St. - County Rd 16
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