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School buses lined up near the Methodist church during the school year of 1915-1916.

(0.6 mi) Turn around near the junction of Col-
by and Ravine St. Head back southeast along
Military Road.

1861 Merrill/Mosher house. 366 Colby St. at Military Rd.
Greek Revival style.

(0.7 mi) Turn right at West Street. One block
south road turn left to become West
Government Street.

1852 Patrick Fox house. 297 Wesr St. Greek Revival style.
Moved from downtown in 1967.

1871 John Artig house.* 361 West Government St. Greek Re-
vival style. West (right-hand) wing was added in 1993.

c. 1856 John Whitney house. 347 West Government St. Greek
Revival style. Note the recessed Greek Revival front door-

(0.8 mi) Turn right at Basil Street.

1922 Olof Olson house.* 241 Basil St. Vernacular cottage.

1860 Cedar Bend Cottage.* 213 Basil St. Originally Greek Re-
vival in style. Major additions and remodeling in 1910-191I
introduced some Craftsman styling.

1861 Jeremiah D. Ballard, Jr. house.* 212 Basil St. Greek
Revival style.

(0.9 mi) Turn around at end of pavement.
Return north on Basil Street.

@ 1978 Angel Hill Apartments. 242 Basil St.

(1.0 mi) Turn right on West Government St.

Taylors Falls Memorial Community Center. 312 Government

St. Craftsman style. Taylors Falls had railroad service from
1880 to 1948, and this was the last of four buildings used as
the local railroad depot. It was built in 1902 by the Northern

Pacific Railway Co. Beginning in 1949 it was remodeled into a
community center and started serving that purpose in 1950.

In 1953 it was dedicated to five local servicemen who died
in World War Il. The Taylors Falls Historical Society’s History
Center is located in the building’s lower level. A Minnesota

Interstate State Park hiking trail begins at the south end of the

(1.1 mi) Turn right on First St.

@ 1880 Caspar Hauser rental house. 237 First St. Vernacular

Greek Revival style.

End of Tour.

About your tours . . .
Please respect private property. Some of the down-
town commercial buildings are open and welcome

visitors. But you can see one period interior: the 1855

W.H.C. Folsom House on West Government Street,
just up the hill from downtown.

About Angel Hill . . .

The Angel Hill area was originally known as Govern-
ment Hill, the namesake of Government Road which was
noted on the town’s first plat dated April 1, 1851.

The use of the term “Government” was in anticipation
of a Government/Military/Territorial Road that was later built
into Taylors Falls in 1853.

Around 1900, the Government Hill neighborhood
started to become known by its more colorful present name,
Angel Hill. However, during its early years of use, the name,
Angel Hill, was not used by the actual neighborhood resi-
dents. The name was a derisive term applied by outsiders to
the hilltop neighborhood, in the shadow of the Methodist
church, where some of the residents (the “angels”) were per-
ceived to look askance at the goings-on of those less angelic.

Listed in 1972 on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es, the Angel Hill neighborhood contains one of the region’s
most intact collections of relatively unchanged examples of
mid-nineteenth century architecture.

The architectural styles are similar to those found in
New England. In New England, as in Taylors Falls, the pre-
dominant style was Greek Revival. Buildings were typically
covered with white painted clapboard siding. Each section
of double-hung window sash was typically divided into six
panes of hand-blown glass, the largest pieces of glass eco-
nomically available at that time. In place of contemporary
storm windows, shutters (usually painted green) further pro-
tected window openings against weather and sun. Greek Re-
vival doorways, surely one of the distinctive features of even
the most modest of early Taylors Falls houses, are identified
by glazed sidelights and transoms surrounding their front
doors.

The Gothic Revival style, while popular, was less prev-
alent in 19th century New England and Taylors Falls. Here, it
most frequently appeared as applied decorative trim around
the eaves of otherwise Greek Revival houses. Technically re-
ferred to as vergeboards (or bargeboards), such detail is to-
day best known as “gingerbread.”

Note the frequent appearance of stone retaining walls.
Taylors Falls is endowed, as is New England, with abundant
outcroppings of stone. Many of these walls, characteristically
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SET OF THREE TOURS

Map & Guide to Historic

TAYLORS FALLS

Here is a great way fo see 7‘@/0;@ Falls up close.
First faé a 5'665 wided driving tour (6.6 mi.)

for a c;m’cé overview 0][ the town, Then, take the
two J'eé[ym'ﬁ/ep/ wa/éinﬂ tours (1.2 mi. & 1
mi.) to see our historic n@ﬁémﬂﬁwﬁé‘ in detail

1861 Methodist church on the corner of
West Government St. & Basil St.

TOUR #3

A 1.2 mile walking tour:
Downtown to Angel Hill
National Historic District
& return.
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Tour #3
A ROUND TRIP WALKING TOUR:
DOWNTOWN-ANGEL HILL-DOWNTOWN

NOTE: Starred (*) buildings in this listing have been
significantly altered from their original design.

BEGIN YOUR WALKING TOUR IN THE PARKING LOT ON THE SOUTH
SIDE OF FIRST STREET. ON THE MAP.

€D  Walk west on First Street, turn left onto
Government Street.

o 1870 Peter Trump/Schottmuller building.* 349 Government St.

9 1884 Taylors Falls Lockup / Jail. 343 Government St. In use from
1884 to 1923 for the temporary (usually only overnight) deten-
tion of minor offenders.

1852 Town House School. * 331 Government St. Greek Revival

style. The community’s first town meeting hall and schoolhouse.
Originally stood on the east side of Government Street, moved to
the west side in 1902. The Taylors Falls Historical Society pur-
chased it in 1982 and renovated it. “Pioneer School” classes are
held here each summer.

e 1855 W.H.C. Folsom House. 272 West Government St. Greek Re-
vival style. W.H.C. Folsom served in Minnesota’s senate and house
of representatives. He also was one of the 108 elected delegates
to the six-week Minnesota State Constitutional Convention,
which was held in the Territorial Capitol building in St. Paul in
1857. Mr. Folsom’s comprehensive history book, Fifty Years in the
Northwest, was published in 1888. The house was purchased from
the Folsom family by the Minnesota Historical Society in 1968.
Since 1978 it has been managed by the Taylors Falls Historical
Society. It is listed in the Historic American Buildings Survey.

9 1861 Methodist Episcopal Church. 290 West Government St.
Greek Revival style. The congregation was organized in 1859. It
is Minnesota’s oldest functioning Methodist church. Now known
as the Taylors Falls United Methodist Church. On the entrance
facade, note the flat wood siding, suggesting stones as opposed
to the clapboard on the side and rear walls. Also note the facade’s
four tapered pilasters recalling the freestanding columns of

6 ancient Greek temples.

(0.3 mi.) Turn right on Basil Street.

1891 Helen Humphrey house. 307 Basi/ St. American Vernacular
style.

1858 Thomas Lacy house.* 313 Basi/ St. Greek Revival style with
Gothic Revival vergeboard trim at cornices.

1923 A. C. Anderson garage. 300 block of Basil St., east side.

1859-°60 Elias W. Holman house. 325 Busil St. Greek Revival
style with Gothic Revival vergeboard trim at cornices.
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1923 Eva Noleen house. 330 Basi/ St. Craftsman Bungalow
style.

1858-"59 Dresser/Murdock house. 343 Basil St. Greek Revival
style with Gothic Revival vergeboard trim at cornices. Itali-
anate Villa tower added in 1893. Eastlake style east/front porch

replaced the original porch in 1904. House built for Samuel B.

(0.4 mi) Turn left onto Plateau Street.

1931 Harry Berge house. 330 Plateau St. English Picturesque
style.

1868 Godfrey/Clendening house.* 348 Platean St. Greek Re-
vival style. Moved to present site from elsewhere in town in
1909. Many modifications have since been made.

1880 Lucius W. Snell house. 360 Plateau St. Vernacular Greek

Revival style. Red barn built in 1911. Barn with board and
batten siding built about 1870 on a nearby property and later
moved.

@ 1862 William Daubney house. 366 Platean St. Italianate style.

@ c. 1846 McKusick house. 343 Plateau St. Greek Revival style.

1871 Lorenzo “Ren” Johnson house. 361 Plateau St. Greek
Revival style.

1859 Kenyon/Gray house.* 320 West St. Gothic Revival style,

also known as Carpenter Gothic. Originally a much smaller

house, it was enlarged and embellished several times in the
late 1800s.

@ 1923 William Leske house. 355 Wesz St. Bungalow style. Built

as a speculation house by the Stannard State Bank of Taylors
Falls.

(0.5 mi) Plateau Street becomes Military Road,
and angles northwest.

e 1925 Ed. Peterson house. 336 Military Rd. Bungalow style.

@ 1947 Oberg Sisters house.* 381 Military Rd. Neo-Tudor style.

c. 1860 John Smith house.* 361 Military Rd. Greek Revival
style.

1872 Bergquist/Lindquist house.* 400 Military Rd. Following

@ afire in 1904 the house was moved to its present site from
southwest across the street, and enlarged. Original Green Re-
vival portion appended as west wing to a late variation of that
style with some Queen Anne details.

1909 Ole Nelson house.* 396 Colby St. Greek Revival style
with some Queen Anne details.

1928 School Barn house.* 391 Ravine St. off Colby St. Built as

a school bus barn. Enlarged and remodeled into a residence
in 1952.

1865 photo of Basil Street looking north from the Methodist church.
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