(3.0 mi.) Turn left at Walnut St.

c. 1883 Weir/Tillberg house.* 490 Colby St. Eastlake style.
Possiblywasasmallindustrialbuildingofearliervintagemoved
to present site from Taylors Falls'former industrial area. House
expandedabout 1885andagainabout 1895.Greatly expanded
again in 2008-2009.

1868 Wyman X. Folsom house. 540 Colby St. Italianate style.
Barn built in 1869.

Revival style.

(3.3 mi.) Turn left at West St.

1957 First Baptist Church. 661 West St. This once-small
churchhasbeenexpandedandredesignedintothe Neo-Colo-
nial style. Congregation organized in 1954.

1951 Taylors Falls Public School.* 648 West St. Originally
builtfor grades 1to 12.Openedfor classes on January 9, 1952.
It has been expanded many times. Since 1992 it has been an
elementary school of the Chisago Lakes School District.

1935 J. Emil Ekdahl house.* 842 West St. Spanish Mission/
Craftsman style California bungalow. Followed the Sears, Roe-
buck & Co!s mail order house design,”The Osborn.”

@ c. 1873 Andrew Olson house.* 490 West St. Vernacular Greek

(3.8 mi.) Turn left at Maple St.

e Cherry Hill Park. Established by the City of Taylors Falls in
2000.

(4.1 mi.) Turn (45°) right at Chestnut St.,
and immediately (45°) right at Mulberry St.

Poultry Farm). 648 Furuby Rd. Greatly altered.

Ekdahl Meadows (Housing Development). Bounded on north

and south by Caneday and Ekdabl Streets. Established in 1992

andwasMinnesota'sfirstlow-costhousingdevelopmentestab-
lished by a non-profit group, Taylors Falls Development Corpo-
ration,inassociation withthe FarmersHome Administration. All
of the homes were completed from 1993 to 1999.Three houses
in front and along Mulberry St. (936, 954 & 972 Mulberry) were
built in the late 1970s and are not part of Ekdahl Meadows.

@ 1899 Victor Caneday farmhouse.* (once part of the Caneday

Caneday Acres (Housing Development). Caneday Courz. All of
the homes were built from 2000 to 2002.

1917 Charles Berg house. 1119 Mulberry St. Modified version
@ of Sears, Roebuck & Co’s “Modern Home No. 144!

@ c. 1920 Alfred Moberg farmhouse. 1124 Mulberry St. Mod-
ified version of Sears, Roebuck & Co!s “Modern Home No.
144"

@ Cedar Grove Estates (Housing Development). Cedar Court.
Homes built from 2002 to 2007.

c. 1857 Munch/Rydeen house.* 1167 Mulberry St.Vernacular

GreekRevival style. The two-story north portion is the original

part, which was built about 1857 by Adolph Munch on the
east side of Bench Street in downtown Taylors Falls. It was then
aGothicRevival style house with vergeboard trim. Moved to the
present site in 1902 by Charles Rydeen.

@ Rolling Ridge Addition. Locust and Briar Lanes. Construction
of its first house started in the fall of 1978.

The drive through Rolling Ridge (in on Locust
Lane, out on Briar Lane) will add 0.6 miles to
your mileage.

@ 1900 Frank Rydeen house.* 1231 Mulberry St. Believed to be

an1870sAhlstrandfamilyfarmhousedismantledandmovedin

from ShaferTownship’s Section 17 in 1900 and rebuilt by Frank
Rydeen.

(5.2 mi.) Drive to Cemetery or turn right at High-
way 95.

Kahbakong Cemetery. 720 St. Croix Trail. Established in

1855.“Kahbakong” is a spelling variation of an old generic
Ojibwe term for falls or rapids in a river. The cemetery’s name
can be translated as Falls Cemetery.

(5.6 mi.) Turn left at entrance to the scenic
overlook.

Heritage Park. Established by the City of Taylors Falls in

@ 2005. Originally was the Highway 95 Overlook, which was
completed in 1960 by the Minnesota Highway Department.
Many improvements have since been made.

Turn left upon exiting the overlook site. Follow
Highway 95 downhill, where it becomes Bench St.

(6.6 mi.) Return to the municipal parking lot, a
convenient place to park while you take either of
the two walking tours.

Tour ends.
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A Brief History of Taylors Falls

Now well known for its scenic, historic and rec-
reational assets, Taylors Fallswas once alsoknown as
aprominentriverboatandloggingcommunity.First
establishedin1838,atthe”headofsteamboatnaviga-
tion, TaylorsFallsbecameavitalsupplierofprovisions
andbuildingmaterialsfortheinlandcommunitiesand
surroundingloggingcamps.TaylorsFallswasnamed
for one of its earliest settlers, Jesse W.Taylor, and the
falls (actually a series of rapids) at this pointin the St.
Croix River.

Prior to 1838, this region was inhabited by the Da-
kotaandOjibwe.Manybattlesbetweenthesetworival
groupswerefoughtamidstthecliffsoftheDalles,and
the Ojibwewerethelasttooccupythepresentsite of
Taylors Falls.

During the early 1700s, the French maintained a
fur-tradingsettlementinwhatisnowthe“LowerPark”
portion of Minnesota Interstate State Park at Taylors
Falls.They first explored the St. Croix Riverin the ear-
ly1680sandwereresponsiblefortheriver'sname.The
FrenchnamedtheriverinhonorofaFrenchmanwith
the surname of Sainte-Croix, who was drowned and
buriedattheriver'smouth (whereitentersthe Missis-
sippi River east of Hastings, Minnesota).

Although mostofthe surrounding countrysidewas
settledbySwedishimmigrants,theearlypopulationof
TaylorsFallswasmainlyofNewEnglandheritage.This
New England heritage is reflected in the early archi-
tecture of Taylors Falls, much of which has been pre-
served.

Most of the older residences are to be found in the
historic areas of Bench and River Streets and the An-
gel Hill Historic District. Those two areas are covered
byseparatewalkingtourleafletsthatareapartofthis
packet.

Use the auto tour as your overview and general
introduction to Taylors Falls, and then take the two
walking tours for a closer, more personal look. Enjoy
your tours.

Pleaserespect private property. Some of thedown-
towncommercialbuildingsareopenandwelcomevisi-
tors,andyouhaveagreatopportunity,whileinTaylors
Falls, to visit the historic home, grounds and period
interior of the 1855 W.H.C. Folsom House on West
Government Street-a short block up the hill from
downtown.

SET OF THREE TOURS

Map & Guide to Historic

TAYLORS FALLS

A great way fo see T@/om’ Falls up close, First. take a
J'e//@ui/e/ ﬁﬁﬂiui@ tour (6.6 mi.) for a quick overview of the
town, Then, take the fwoﬂ'eé{ﬂm'/eﬁ/ walk il’ig tours (1.2 mi, &
1.5 mi.) to see our historic ne{g%arﬁowﬁ in detail.

Taylors Falls Memorial Community Center,
312 Government Street

TOUR #1

A 6.6 mile loop driving
tour of the town: its bistory
& architecture.

Prepared and published by the
TAYLORS FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
©2025 TAYLORS FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY



Tour #1
CIRCUITAUTO TOUR OF THE TOWN
6.6 miles-54 identified buildings & sites

NOTE: Starred (*) buildings in this listing have been
significantly altered from their original design.

(0.0 mi.) START AT MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT ON
BENCH STREET (oan the map).Turn LEFT (north) on
Bench St. as you exit parking lot.

c. 1854 Munch/Roos house. 7190 Second St. Greek Revival. Listed
on National Register of Historic Places.

Church of St. Joseph.* 490 Bench St. An original small wood-

frame Catholic church builtin 1873 was moved to the present site
in 1952 and integrated into a new church, which was dedicated in
1957. It has since been integrated into new construction.

(0.1 mi.) Turn right on River Street.

1925 Carl C. Muller house. 613 River St. Craftsman style. Site of
George B. Folsom house (1854-1925). Note original Folsom barn
in the rear.

1856 Erasmus D. Whiting house.* 637 River St. Originally Goth-
ic Revival style. Housed the Taylors Falls Municipal Hospital from
1921 to 1929.
e 1856 Charles B. Whiting house. 661 River St. Greek Revival style.
c. 1860 Snow/Moberg house.* 707 River St. Originally Greek
Revivalsstyle.Enlarged and redesigned in Colonial Revival stylein

1913.

1869 John L. Bullard house. 767 River St. Italianate style. Listed
on National Register of Historic Places. Note early barn.

(1.0 mi.) Turn left on Maple St., left again on
Chisago St., and left at Bench St.

1872 James H. McCourt house. 643 Bench St. Greek Revival
style. From 1938 to 1954 it housed the “A Bit of Sweden” smor-
gasbord restaurant.

e 1857 Porter/Wall house.* 573 Bench St. Greek Revival style.

@ 1912 Peter Nordeen house. 497 Bench St. Foursquare style.

Taylors Falls Public Library.* 473 Bench St. Built about 1857 as

theresidenceandtailorshopof JohnJ.Spengler.Remodeledfor

library use in Eastlake style in 1888. Listed on National Register
of Historic Places and in Historic American Buildings Survey.

1853 Smith/Hauser house.* 391 Bench St. Redesigned into the
Italianate style in the early 1870s.

(1.4 mi.) Turn right on First St., then a short block
uphill, and left on Government St.

1852 Town House School.* 331 Government St. Greek Revival

style.Thecommunity'sfirsttownmeetinghallandschoolhouse.

Originallystoodontheeastsideof Government Street;movedto
the west side in 1902. The Taylors Falls Historical Society pur-
chased it in 1982 and renovated it. “Pioneer School” classes are
held here each summer.

Taylors Falls Memorial Community Center. 312 Govern-

ment St. Craftsman style. Taylors Falls had railroad service from

1880 to 1948, and this was the last of four buildings used as the
local railroad depot. It was built in 1902 by the Northern Pacific
Railway Co.In 1953 itwas dedicated tofivelocal servicemenwho
died in World War Il. The Taylors Falls Historical Society’s Taylors
Falls History Center is located in the building’s lower level.

1855 W.H.C. Folsom House. 272 West Government St. Greek

Revivalstyle.PurchasedfromtheFolsomfamilybythe Minneso-
taHistorical Society in 1968.Since 1978 it has been managed by
the Taylors Falls Historical Society.

Taylors Falls United Methodist Church. 290 West Government

St. Greek Revival style. Builtin 1861 as the Methodist Episcopal
Church. It is Minnesota’s oldest functioning Methodist church.
Congregation organized in 1859.

|I i Plateau St.
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(1.8 mi.) Turn right onto Basil Street.

1858-’59 Dresser/Murdock house. 343 Basil St. Greek Revival

style with Gothic Revival vergeboard trim at cornices. Italianate

Villa tower added in 1893. Eastlake style east porch replaced
original front porch in 1904.

(2.0 mi.) Turn left onto Plateau Street.

c. 1846 McKusick house. 343 Plateau St. Greek Revival style.
Moved from Stillwater in 1969.

1859 Kenyon/Gray house.*320 West St. Gothic style, also known
as Carpenter Gothic. Note the two different vergeboard trim
designs.

(2.3 mi.) Cross West Street. Plateau St. becomes
Military Road. Turn (45°) right at Colby St.

@ 1861 Merrill/Mosher house. 366 Colby St. Greek Revival style.
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(2.4 mi.) Turn left at First Street. Turn right at
Folsom St.

1869 E. W. Murphy house. 424 Folsom St. Greek Revival style.

1869 Thomas Morton house.* 561 Folsom St. Greek Revival
style.

(2.6 mi.) Turn left at Pine Street, & left at Chestnut.

c. 1861 Anton Baier house. 613 Chestnut St.Vernacular Greek
Revival style.

1903 First (Swedish) Evangelical Lutheran Church. 561 Chest-
nut St. Gothic Revival style. Congregation organized in 1860.
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